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WREXHAM 

Apportionment for the future provision of land-won primary aggregates  

The planning authority is required to make future provision for land-won primary 

aggregates within its Local Development Plan on the basis of the following annualised 

apportionments: 

o Land-won sand & gravel provision: 0.58 million tonnes per year until the 

end of the Plan period and for 7 years thereafter. 

o Crushed rock aggregates provision: 3.13 million tonnes per year (shared 

with Flintshire) until the end of the Plan period and for 10 years thereafter. 

These figures are based on the assumption that average annual demand for land-won 

primary aggregates within the area, over the period to 2036, will be comparable to the 

average annual sales over the baseline period used in the First Review (i.e. 2001 to 

2010).    

They are also based on the assumption that supplies of alternative aggregates, from 

marine, secondary and recycled sources, will continue to be maintained in proportions 

comparable to those experienced during the baseline period. 

The accuracy of these assumptions will continue to need to be monitored by the planning 

authority, using information from various data sources and new surveys (e.g. by NRW, 

WG etc.) and that data will be used to inform a revision of the apportionment 

requirements, if this is needed, as part of the next review of the RTS. 

It should be emphasised that the annualised apportionments noted above are given only 

as a guide to the calculation of the total apportionment required over the duration of the 

LDP. In practice, sales will vary from year to year and there is no requirement for the 

authority to maintain or limit these in line with either the annualised apportionment or the 

historical sales averages. 

The need for provision to extend beyond the Plan period is based on the requirement in 

MTAN1 for maintaining landbanks of 7 years for sand & gravel and 10 years for crushed 

rock, throughout the full duration of the LDP.  Subject to this requirement being met, the 

overall provision at any given time may comprise both landbanks of permitted reserves 

and allocations for future working, where these are required (see below). 

Comparison with existing landbanks  

The total apportionments for Wrexham, as calculated in Table 5.1 of the main document, 
over the 25-year horizon covered by the First Review of the RTS are 12.76 million tonnes 
for land-won sand & gravel and 78.25 million tonnes (shared with Flintshire) for crushed 
rock.  These compare with existing landbanks of 15.24 million tonnes for sand & gravel 
and 74.41 million tonnes for crushed rock (all within Flintshire), as at 31

st
 December 2010.  

These figures exclude limestone reserves which are allocated for non-aggregate use. 

Allocations required to be identified in the Local Development Plan  

In order to address the resulting crushed rock shortfall, new allocations totalling at least 
3.84 million tonnes will need to be identified.  This figure is shared with neighbouring 
Flintshire, where all of the existing crushed rock quarries in the combined area are 
located.  However, depending on the outcome of collaborative working between the two 
authorities, some or all of the new crushed rock allocations required may need to be 
identified in the LDP for Wrexham, rather than Flintshire. 

Consideration should also be given to whether any of the factors set out in paragraph A53 
above give rise to any further requirements for resource allocations.  
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As far as possible, any allocations should be identified as Specific Sites or, failing that, as 
Preferred Areas.  If, as a last resort, it is only possible to identify broad Areas of Search, 
these should be sufficient to offer the potential of much greater quantities of reserves, in 
order to reflect the uncertainties involved.  

Paragraph 49 of MTAN 1 notes that landbanks are not required to be maintained within 
National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty. For this reason, no allocations 
should be identified within the Bryniau Clwyd AONB, unless there are no environmentally 
acceptable alternatives.  In practice, this severely restricts the opportunities for new 
crushed rock allocations to be found within Wrexham unless there are no acceptable 
alternatives within Flintshire. 

Use of alternative aggregates 

Little or no marine-dredged aggregate is thought to be utilised within Wrexham, not least 
because of the extensive and accessible reserves of land-based sand & gravel within the 
area.   

As noted in the original RTS, slag banks were periodically processed at the former 
Brymbo Steelworks for construction fill and colliery spoil heaps were utilised as 
embankment fill, but neither of these sources of secondary aggregate are now available.  
Similarly, a substantial amount of derelict land and buildings associated with the former 
mining and clay products industries, e.g. around Ruabon, has been cleared and other tips 
have been reprofiled leaving little scope for generating further material from such sources. 

As in Flintshire, relatively high levels of industrial and commercial development and 
redevelopment (compared with other parts of North Wales) generate significant quantities 
of construction, demolition and excavation wastes, from which (currently unknown 
quantities of) recycled aggregates are derived.  Significant further redevelopment is 
anticipated in the years ahead and this source of alternative aggregates is therefore likely 
to continue. 

The residual requirements for primary land-won aggregates assume that all available 
alternative materials will continue to be utilised and the authority should continue to 
encourage this. 

Safeguarding of primary aggregate resources 

Resources of both crushed rock aggregates and land-based sand & gravel should be 
safeguarded within the LDP, in accordance with the British Geological Survey’s 
safeguarding maps, or such other geological information as may be available and suitable 
for this purpose. 

Safeguarding of wharves and railheads 

All existing and potential new wharves and railheads should be identified for safeguarding 
within the LDP, in order to provide a full range of sustainable transport options (whether or 
not they are currently utilised). 

 




